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Sixth Executive Council of the College

Sri Lanka College of Veterinary Surgeons 
6th Executive Council 2025-2027 

Seated L to R: Prof. R.M.S.B.K. Aanaslnghe ("n'easurer), Prof. Erandl Pathlrana (General Secretary), Prof. l.G.S. Lokugalappattl (Presk:lent-Elect), Prof. P.G.A. 

Pushpakumara (Vice-President), Prof. N.P. Sunll-Chandra (President), Dr. D.M.S. Munasln&he (Vice-President), Prof. M. Gunatilake (Immediate Past President), Dr. 

Janith Gunasokora (Editor), Dr. K.K. Sarath (Ex-Offlc�: D G-DAPH). 

Standin1 L to R: Or. A.D.N. Chandrasirl, Dr. E.randika Gunawardena, Dr. Sugath Premachandra, Dr. K.G.J .S. Dlsnaka, Prof. lndunil Pathirana, 

Dr. Gana• WijHlnahe, Dr. P111vithra Eshwara, Dr. K.K.N. Laknath (Anlstant Secretary), Prof. H.R.N. Jlnadasa. 

President: 

President - Elect: 

Immediate Past President: 

Vice Presidents: 

Treasurer: 

General Secretary: 

Assistant Secretary: 

Editor: 

Executive Committee: 

Ex-Officio: 

Absent: Dr. A.W. Kalupahana (Ex-Officio: Dean-FVMAS) 

Prof. N.P. Sun ii - Chandra 

Prof. L.G.S. Lokugalappatti 

Vidya Nidhi Prof. Mangala Gunatilake 

Senior Prof. P.G. A. Pushpakumara 

Dr. D.M.S. Munasinghe 

Prof. R.M.S.B.K. Ranasinghe 

Prof. Erandi Pathirana 

Dr. K.K.N. Laknath 

Dr. Janith Krishantha Gunasekera 

Prof. lndunil Pathirana 

Prof. R. Jinadasa 

Dr. A.D.N. Chandrasiri 

Dr. Erandika Gunawardena 

Dr. Chandani Ganga Wijesinghe 

Dr. K.G.J.S. Disnaka 

Dr. Sugath Pemachandra 

Dr. Pavithra Eshwara 

Dr. A.W. Kalupahana (Dean, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine & Animal Science) 

Dr. K.K. Sarath ((Director General, Department of Animal Production & Health} 

Prof. L.G.S. Lokugalappatti (President, Sri Lanka Veterinary Council) 

Dr. Sugath Pemachandra, (President, SLVA} 
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Assurance Cell, which operate as separate entities and 

support academic endeavours. 

In addition, FVMAS provides services to the general public 

and allied industries in the country through its Companion 

Animal Veterinary Teaching Hospital, Farm Animal 

Veterinary Teaching Hospital, Veterinary Teaching Farm, 

Mobile Service Unit (Ambulatory Clinic}, Centre for Aquatic 

Animal Disease Diagnosis and Research, Rabies Diagnosis 

Unit, Molecular and Nutritional Laboratory, Food Safety and 

Quality Assurance Laboratory, Microbiology Laboratory and 

Veterinary Business Centre. While providing service 

functions, these units contribute to undergraduate and 

postgraduate teaching and research programmes and 

enable them to experience the "world of work" across 

livestock, companion animals, aquatic species, zoo and wild 

animals, as well as veterinary public health. The faculty 

remains the only institution in Sri Lanka responsible for 

training veterinary surgeons to date, highlighting its national 

significance and responsibility. 

Towards Global Alignment in 
Veterinary Education: Reforms since 

2020 

The most significant change in the history of the BVSc 

programme was implemented in 2020 through an 

international twinning programme with Massey University, 

New Zealand, supported by the World Organisation for 

Animal Health. As part of this globally aligned reform, the 

BVSc degree programme was extended from four years to 

five years, as an attempt to match with some of the 

contemporary international veterinary education standards. 

An important feature of this revised curriculum is the 

lecture-free final year, which is devoted entirely to industry­

based externships. This approach was expected to provide 

students with extensive hands-on clinical and professional 

exposure across diverse practice settings, significantly 

enhancing graduate readiness and employability. 

Research and Postgraduate Education 

Apart from its main focus on undergraduate education, 

FVMAS has established a strong, multidisciplinary research 

environment supported by national and international 

funding bodies. The faculty currently provides a 

postgraduate coursework programme in Animal 

Reproduction & Animal Science, along with research 

degrees leading to MPhil and PhD qualifications, enabling 

advanced research and human resource development in 

veterinary and related sectors. 

Expected Outcomes and Future Directions 

The BVSc degree awarded by FVMAS is recognised by the 

Veterinary Council of Sri Lanka, permitting graduates to 

register and practise as veterinary surgeons upon 

completing the mandatory Internship training programme. 

Graduate employability remains exceptionally high, with 

alumni serving in government services, private industry, 

academia, research institutions, and international 

organisations. 

14 
FVMAS is effortlessly working towards accreditation by the 

Australasian Veterinary Boards Council amidst numerous 

challenges. Planned developments include increasing the 

annual student intake from approximately 100 to 130 

students and upgrading clinical training facilities and 

infrastructure to further align veterinary education in Sri 

Lanka with international standards. 

From record-worthy curriculum revision of 1991 to the 

globally relevant reforms of the present and future, it is 

evident that the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal 

Science is striving to achieve excellence, relevance, and 

professional advancement. As it continues to evolve, FVMAS 

remains at the forefront of veterinary education, research, 

and service provision, positively impacting the future of 

animal health and public health, not only in Sri Lanka but 

beyond its boundaries. 

Dr D. D. Niranjala de Silva BVSc (Sri Lanka) PhD 

{Cantab} FSLCVS 

A concise article on the 
Devastative Impact by Cyclone 
DITWAH 2025 on the Academic 
Program and National Services 
renaered by the FVMAS 

In the "Royal" declaration that the University of Ceylon was 

to be "More Open than Usual", what was envisaged was the 

perpetuation of the Oxbridge model. How could this ever 

have been a realistic aspiration? (eLanka Newsletter, 

January 5, 2022). 

The Ceylon Daily News of 9 August 1949 published the 

address delivered by Sir Ivor Jennings, the first Vice­

Chancellor of the University, to the inaugural group of 

freshmen: 

"Peradeniya will be your home even if some of you never 

live there, for it is the University that is the alma mater, not 

its buildings. In 25 years', time you will, I am sure, look upon 

it as a worthy home, a generous and comforting alma 

mater." 

Will we ever again witness the glory of the University of 

Peradeniya campus, once described as one of the most 

beautiful university sites in the world, set in the valley of the 

Mahaweli River, likened to "a necklace of pearls on the neck 

of a Queen of Ceylon"? This question arises in the aftermath 

of the devastation caused by Cyclone Ditwah on 28 

November 2025 which swept across Sri Lanka, causing 

widespread and severe damage to the campus environment 

and several of its structures. The mighty Mahaweli River 

burst its banks, flooding the University with muddy and 

contaminated water following torrential rainfall that 

delivered nearly ten percent of the annual average 

precipitation within a single day. 

This catastrophe resulted in an estimated loss of 

approximately Rs. 3 billion. Laboratories, central stores, 

animal houses, computer laboratories, server rooms, office 

complexes, document archives, vehicle parks, gymnasiums, 
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